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March Celebrations 

 17th  St. Patrick’s Day 

 19th Margaret Woda   

 

 PENNY PINES 
Donate your coins for the National Garden 

Clubs’ Penny Pines project – saving forests 
$68 at a time. 

Please contact Mary Balasi, PLGC Chair, to 
add a name on the “in honor of” or “in memory of” list 
for our next certificate purchase.   

https://www.gardenclub.org/penny-pines 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STOP THE INVASION ! 

THURSDAY, MARCH 2, 2023 

 10:30 am Doors open at The Landing Flex Room  

 11:00 am Business meeting 

 11:30 am The Spotted Lanternfly 
  Presented by a representative of the 
  Delaware Department of Agriculture 

This invasive species of insect has spread to Sussex 
County, Delaware causing serious damage to trees, crops 
and other plants.  Learn to recognize the black sooty 
mold that results from the sugary substance they excrete 
and the 30-50 eggs each spotted lanternfly lays in the fall.   

 

http://www.plantationlakesgardenclub.org/
https://www.gardenclub.org/penny-pines
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Activities 
 February Floral Designs 

Mary Noel, Master Gardener 
and President of Spade & 
Trowel Garden Club, 
demonstrated at our February 
meeting how easy it can be to 
make a floral design. We 
watched as she made ten of 
them in various sizes during the 
half-hour program.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We were impressed and feeling inspired! 

Several lucky members 
took home finished 
arrangements.  

We recently learned that 
Mary Noel received the 
Delaware Master 
Gardener of the Year 
Award.  Congratulations!!  

 Upcoming Programs 

Our April program will be a hands-on event led by Alva 
Hutchison, current President of Gardeners By The Sea 
garden club in Millville, and incoming First Vice President 
of the Delaware Federation of Garden Clubs.   

Each member will receive all the components needed to 
create a small greenhouse – also known as a terrarium in 
a jar – and take it home to enjoy! 

Look for the SIGN-UP SHEET at the meeting on 

March 2nd and bring your payment of $10 for the 
materials.  If you are not attending the meeting, please 
contact Margaret Woda (margaretwoda@gmail.com) or 
301.346.2923 no later than March 15th to assure that 
there are enough materials for everyone. 

Speaking of SIGN-UP SHEET, there will be several 

others at the meeting on March 2nd.  The Ways and 
Means Committee is recruiting volunteers to staff the 
Plantation Lakes Garden Club table at our first Dine and 
Donate event at Texas Roadhouse on March 14th.  If you 
are not attending the meeting, please contact Debbie 
Darr (justdebbielee@mediacombb.net) or 302.663.0186 
to volunteer for an hour between 4:30 pm and 8:30 pm. 

Volunteers are needed for the Mother’s Day Luminary 
Bags project to raise funds for the Youth Garden.  
Assistance will be needed to put out the luminary bags 
on Saturday, May 13th, weather permitting.  Details for 
creating the luminary bags will be provided at the April 

meeting.  Look for this sign-up sheet, too! 

http://www.plantationlakesgardenclub.org/
mailto:margaretwoda@gmail.com
mailto:justdebbielee@mediacombb.net
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News for Members 
 DECISIONS, DECISIONS  

The PLGC Nominating Committee has completed its 
biennial assignment creating a slate of officers to be 
elected for the next two years.  Thank you to 
Committee Chair, Irina Giller, and the committee 
members for your efforts.  Each member should have 
received an email from Irina with the candidate bios 
and a ballot. 

Article V – LEADERSHIP, Section 2 of the PLGC Bylaws sets 
forth the guidelines to be followed for Election of 
Executive Officers.   

The slate of candidates will be presented at the regular 
monthly meeting on March 2nd and members have 30 
days to make their selections and submit their ballots to 
be counted at the regular meeting on April 6th.   

The Chair of the Nominating 
Committee has primary 
responsibility for overseeing 
the voting process.  
However, due to a previous 
commitment, Irina will not 
be in town on April 6th.  
Mary Balasi, a member of 
the Nominating Committee, 
will provide oversight and 

collect the ballots. 

The following candidates have been identified and are 
unopposed: 

First Vice President ....................................... Pat Minnigh 

Second Vice President ................................. Janet Parham 

Treasurer .......................................................... Irina Giller 

Recording Secretary ...................................... Denise Clark 

Corresponding Secretary ......... Donna Williams-Paddock 

There are two candidates for the position of President:  
Debbie Darr and Margaret Woda.   

 

 

The majority vote of members will make the selection.  It 
is very important that every member submit a ballot to 
guarantee a majority vote.  Instructions are included on 
the ballot provided to each member via email.   

IMPORTANT!!  If you are unable to attend the PLGC 
meeting in person on April 6th, please mail your ballot to 
Mary Balasi, 24854 Magnolia Circle, in a timely manner. 

   

 CAR-SGC 2023 ANNUAL MEETING 
October 24-25, 2023 Conference and Tri-Refresher 

“Seven Strong on a Fall Adventure” 
Radisson Hotel Corning, New York 

The annual conference rotates among the seven 
member entities.  Workshops and tours are regular 
features.  Don’t miss an opportunity to experience the 
many facets of garden clubs from our neighboring 
states as well as going somewhere different! 
 

 DFGC MEETINGS 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 19, 2023 
 10:00 a.m. The Executive Banquet and  
  Conference Center in Newark 
 Hosted by: Countryside Garden Club  
 Program: The How’s and Wows of Longwood 
  Presented by Jim Sutton 

Reservation payment - $45.00 - due by April 1st. 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 21, 2023 

 10:00 a.m. Heritage Shores in Bridgeville 
 Hosted by: Four Seasons Gardeners Garden Club  
 Program: TBD  

http://www.plantationlakesgardenclub.org/
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    THIS AND THAT  

Sustainable Gardening Trends 
 There are many ways to be kind to the planet, and 
every effort makes a difference.  Some simple, 
inexpensive, and natural gardening solutions yield 
the most rewarding harvests.  Sustainable gardening 
is about making as little negative impact on our 
natural resources as possible.   

Conserve Water.  Rainscaping features such as rain 
gardens and rock dams help manage stormwater.  

Rainwater collection 
systems like rain barrels 
enable gardeners to use 
water that doesn’t come 
from municipal or private 
sources.  Sustainable 

gardeners also use mulch and ground covers to slow 
down water evaporation ensuring water doesn’t run 
off or drain so fast that plants don’t have time to 
soak it in. 

Invite Good Insects.  An insect-free garden is not 
healthy – bugs are important!  It’s still necessary to 

deter pests that damage 
and kill plants.  Aphids, 
mites, caterpillars and 
other pests consume 
plants.  Ladybugs, green 
lacewings, ground beetles, 

and many others are beneficial bugs.  The garden 
needs to be pollinated, too.  Incorporate plants that 
attract bees, flies, and other pollinators. 

Choose Native Plants.  One major reason to 
introduce native plants is 
their handsome simplicity.  
Native plants are more 
likely to succeed with less 
effort.  Opt for plants that 
are hardy and high yielding. 

Cut Out Harmful Chemicals.  Herbicide and 
pesticide use has long been the go-to fix for insects, 

weeds and other garden 
problems.  Companion 
planting can deter insects 
and keep plants from being 
overtaken by aggressive 
species.  Strategically place 

plants that pests don’t like near the ones they do.  
For example, the scent of marigolds repels cabbage 
worms.  Remove weeds by hand or kll them with 
corn gluten meal or cleaning vinegar.  One of the 
many safe DIY weed killers consists of ½ gallon of 
vinegar, ½ cup of salt, and 2 tablespoons of dish 
soap mixed together in a spray bottle. 

Save Your Seeds.  If you’re new to saving and 
harvesting native plant seeds, choose easy starters 

like peas, beans, peppers, 
and tomatoes.  After 
harvesting, store the seeds 
in a cool, dark, and dry place, 
like a closet or pantry.  Once 
dry, store seeds in airtight 

containers in the fridge or freezer for years. 

Embrace the Imperfect.  Meticulous, well-
manicured gardens use more resources than 

sustainable ones.  There’s 
plenty of beauty to be 
enjoyed in a simpler, more 
natural gardenscape. 

Instead of agonizing over 
dandelions popping up, remember that these 
broadleaf weeds are part of the local ecosystem and 
attract pollinators to the yard. 

Gardeners give a lot of time and effort to their plots.  
A sustainable garden has a lot more to give in return 
than the traditional yard. 

Reference:  Kat Hodgins, May 11, 2022.  Bob Vila 
Online Newsletter.  Photos:  istockphoto.com 

http://www.plantationlakesgardenclub.org/
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