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October Celebrations 

 22nd Irina Giller 
 23rd Betty Baeschlin 

 31st Halloween 

September Celebrations 

 21st Mary Stipisich 

 PENNY PINES 

Donate your coins for the National 
Garden Clubs’ Penny Pines project – 

saving forests $68 at a time. 

Mary Balasi, PLGC Chair 

https://www.gardenclub.org/penny-pines 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BACKYARD HABITATS FOR 
POLLINATORS 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2022 

 10:30 am Doors open at The Landing Flex Room  

 11:00 am Business meeting 

 11:30 am Presentation by Helen Raleigh 

  Owner, Story Hill Farm 

 

Sit back and enjoy an informative presentation on 
how to create a garden habitat that will provide the 
nectar, pollen, and shelter that butterflies, bees and 
other pollinators need to survive.   

 

https://www.gardenclub.org/penny-pines


 
 Activities 

 SEPTEMBER PROGRAM REVIEW 

Our September 2022 “Show and Tell” program was 
a wonderful opportunity for members to interact 
and show off their uniquely beautiful plants, 
flowers, and gardens.   

In July, club members took photos of something 
growing in their yard or home.  Margaret Woda and 
Pat Minnigh made a PowerPoint presentation from 
the photos which attendees viewed with a focus on 
layout, creativity, and other photography elements.  
Comments on the photos were discussed among the 
attendees followed by a reveal of the member’s 
name who contributed the photo.   

The member described the contents of the photo 
and answered questions from other members.  
Everyone learned something new about 
photography, flowers and other members.   

 FALL PLANT SALE 
 Once again, the Ways and Means Committee 
provided an opportunity for members of the 
community and their friends to obtain pansies, 
chrysanthemums and decorative cabbage plants 
from a local grower, the proceeds of the sale going 
to support the projects that PLGC conducts for the 
community during the year.  Ralph Darr was pressed 
into service to pick up more plants after a morning 
sell-out.   

Raffle tickets were sold, and 
will continue to be sold until 
mid-October, for a beautiful 
handmade leaf-patterned 
embroidered quilt donated 
by President Debbie Darr.   

 PUMPKIN WORKSHOP 

In conjunction with 
the plant sale, a faux 
pumpkin decorating 
workshop was held 
in the Community 
Center.  Members 
and guests were 
provided with the 
materials and guidance on decorating their 
pumpkins with fall paper napkins.  These are a few 

of the finished 
projects. 

 



 
 News for Members 

 MEMBERS HONORED 

PLGC is proud to honor members who joined in 2016 and 
2017 with a magnetic name tag that features the club 
logo. Featured this month are:   

Betty Baeschlin has been a member of Plantation Lakes 
Garden Club since 2016.  Betty 

served three years on the PLGC 
Executive Board as the club’s 
first Parliamentarian, a role that 
comes with two collateral 
responsibilities -Chairman of the 
Bylaws Committee and 

Nominating Committee.  She has 
conducted several May basket workshops for members 
and non-members, and she can always be counted upon 
to decorate a patriotic wreath or make a stunning 
centerpiece when asked to do so for a club activity. 

Patti Kircher joined Plantation Lakes Garden Club in 2016 
and a year later agreed to serve as 

co-chair of the Horticulture and 
Conservation committees.  She 
has served on the Ways & 
Means, Nominating, Bylaws, 
Youth Activities and Blue Star 
Memorial committees.  She is 

one of the presenters for our 
annual May Basket Workshop for non-members and 
participated in making the wreaths displayed at the Blue 
Star Memorial dedication and our first Veterans Day 
ceremony.  Patty currently serves on the PLGC Executive 
Board as Corresponding Secretary.   

Since joining Plantation Lakes Garden Club in 2017, Janet 
Parham has been involved in 
many of the club’s activities 
including Corresponding 
Secretary on the Executive 
Board, Chair of the club’s Jewelry 
Jumble Committee (a DFGC 
fundraiser), Garden Therapy 

Committee for the patient gardens at Atlantic Shores 
Rehab and Health Center and Newsletter Committee.  
She has also served on the Member Handbook, Ways & 
Means and Blue Star Memorial Committees.  Janet is an 
active volunteer for several other organizations in the 
area. 

 CAR-SGC ANNUAL MEETING 
November 2 – 3 SEVEN SUPER BLOOMS THAT 
 CHANGED OUR WORLD 

 Seven Springs Mountain Resort 
 Champion, Pennsylvania 

https://www.car-sgc.org/conference 
All are invited to the annual conference for the 
Central Atlantic Region of State Garden Clubs.  The 
conference rotates among the seven entities.  Due 
to COVID restrictions, Delaware was cancelled, and 
Pennsylvania postponed for 2021.  Workshops and 
tours are regular features.  It’s a unique opportunity 
to experience the many facets of garden clubs from 
our neighboring states.   

 DFGC MEETINGS 

Garden club members encouraged to attend. 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2022 
 10:00 a.m. Hyatt Place – Dewey Beach 
  1301 Coastal Highway 
 Hosted by: Countryside Garden Club  
  and Salt Air Gardeners 
 Program: Holiday Designs for the Home 
  Presented by Susie Middleton 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 19, 2023 
 10:00 a.m. The Executive Banquet and  
  Conference Center in Newark 
 Hosted by: Countryside Garden Club  
 Program: The How’s and Wows of Longwood 
  Presented by Jim Sutton 

https://www.car-sgc.org/conference


    THIS AND THAT  

PERENNIALS TO CUT BACK IN THE FALL 
AND THOSE TO LET BE 

Winterizing the garden includes trimming back perennials 
and leaving others until spring.  In the crunch of fall chores 
and yard cleanup, carve out some time to tend to garden 
perennials. 

It’s important to cut back foliage in the fall to protect 
flowering plants from disease and give them a clean start 
for regrowth as winter turns into spring.  However, there 
are some plants that should be kept around through winter 
since they benefit wildlife and still offer visual interest. 

Cut Back:  Iris – A popular flower that’s easy to grow and 
makes for a showy summer favorite, it can be 
vulnerable to infestations of iris borers, which 
tunnel into the base of the rhizome to lay eggs.  

Trim the fan of sword-shaped leaves at an angle, 
so they slope upward into a center peak no higher than six 
to eight inches. 

Cut Back: Bee Balm – Cutting back this plant keeps it 
healthy for hummingbirds and butterflies that 
flock to in in mid-summer.  Trim bee balm down 
to the soil to discourage problems such as 

mildew.  If plants are showing signs of mildew, 
dispose of cuttings with yard waste rather than composting. 

Cut Back: Peonies – These bold late-spring bloomers can 
be vulnerable to mildew.  Grab the leaves and cut 
back the stems to a few inches above the soil 
after the first frost. 

Cut Back: Daylilies – Keep your shears sharp for cutting 
back the profusion of daylily leaves that burst 
from tubers like fireworks.  Reach down near the 
base of each plant to encircle and secure a tight 

handful of leaves.  Cut leaves a few inches above the soil. 

Cut Back: Lilies – Lilies can stick up as straight as driveway 
snow stakes during the growing season.  Let 
them go until the green disappears.   When the 
green turns to yellow or red, that signals leaves 

are no longer feeding the bulbs.  It only takes a 
quick snip of the stalk near the soil line.   

Cut Back: Phlox – Like bee balm, this fragrant flower likes 
to spread and can be vulnerable to mildew.  Trim 
it down to the soil in the fall to help prevent 
mildew from taking hold.  If plants are especially 

thick, try using a small billhook to grab and cut off stems. 

Cut Back: Blazing Star – Also known as liatris or 
gayfeather, blazing star’s bright purple flowering 
spikes are often the star of butterfly gardens.  
Trim back its flower spikes and leaves to the base 

of the plant so it’s ready for spring and another 
year of bold color and texture. 

Cut Back: Hostas – Use a sturdy scissors or pruner to trim 
back hosta leaves near the crown to keep this 
shade-loving perennial healthy.  Keeping dead, 
composting hosta leaves and other debris clean 

up eliminates places for slugs to hide and thrive 
once spring returns. 

Cut Back: Hollyhocks – With stalks up to six feet high, 
these cottage garden staples can get gangly in 
the fall.  Cut back the sturdy stems about six 
inches from the soil to prevent problems and 

plant diseases such as leaf rust.  Scatter any seed 
pods in the fall for more plants in the spring. 

Cut Back: Chrysanthemum – This vibrant star of fall’s 
flowering plants can be cut back after they’ve 
bloomed or been hit by a hard frost.  Leaving 
some of the stems can help hold leaves or other 

mulch that can insulate the plant from harmful freeze-and-
thaw cycles. 

Let Be: Sedum – While groundcover sedum will be buried 
in the snow, taller varieties might poke out from 
the drifts and offer some interesting visuals with 
their tightly clustered seed heads. 

Let Be: Ornamental Grasses - Dried ornamental grasses 
such as bluestem, fountain grass or sea oats can 
rustle beautifully in the winter, or trap snow, 
which can insulate plants and shelter wildlife. 

Let Be: Russian Sage – Almost as tall and wispy as 
ornamental grasses, fragrant, purple-flowered 
Russian sage can likewise add texture and shelter 
to the winter garden. 

Let Be: Hibiscus – Leave stalks on late-emerging plants 
such as perennial hibiscus so you have a reminder 
of where they are.  Otherwise, they can so long 
to show fresh growth in the spring that you might 

think they didn’t make it through winter.  Trim old 
growth as needed when new leaves emerge. 

Let Be: Coneflowers – Seed heads on coneflowers can 
look pretty covered with frost or snow, but they 
also offer important sustenance for winter birds. 

 
R e f e r e n c e :  M c C l i n t i c k ,  L i s a  M e y e r s  ( O r i g i n a l l y  
p u b l i s h e d  O c t o b e r  7 ,  2 0 2 0 .   U p d a t e d  A u g u s t  5 ,  2 0 2 2 )  
F a m i l y  H a n d y m a n  O n l i n e .  

P h o t o s :   S h u t t e r s t o c k  /  G e t t y  I m a g e s  
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